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For immediate release

Philip Groning:
Oktoberfest Phantom

Friedrichs Pontone is thrilled to announce the U.S. debut of
works by German multidisciplinary media artist Philip
Groning. This momentous exhibition, opening October 5th,
2023, is set to redefine the boundaries of art and
technology.

At the heart of this innovative exhibition is Groning's cutting-
edge work, “Oktoberfest Phantom”. "Oktoberfest Phantom"
represents a groundbreaking leap in the world of
contemporary art. Groning, a visionary of the digital age,
harnesses the power of artificial intelligence to craft an
immersive experience that transports participants into the
heart of Munich's annual Oktoberfest—yet with a haunting
twist.

Philip Groening, “Oktoberfest Phantom - Hofbrauhaus Alois”, 2020-2021

In this spectral vision, the viewer encounters a bustling festival devoid of human revelers. Groning's ingenious
approach to creating his statistical reconstruction of reality involves instructing Al to scour thousands of images
and videos, seeking common visual elements. The result is a mesmerizing display of the festival's landscapes and
surroundings, void of human presence save faint visual echoes of the crowds; here, humans are reduced to
unidentifiable organic matter. Sculptures, which represent retranslations from the statistical universe of Al into our
physical world, complete this digital archeology project. These objects appear almost as if they've fallen from outer
space, providing a sensual depiction of the statistical concept of existence that forms the very foundation of Al.

Through an audiovisual collage of thousands of individual moments from Munich, the interactive experience
immerses participants in a ghostly Oktoberfest, where they can vividly see and hear the bustling scenery and
festivities, but the people who breathe life into such events remain tantalizingly out of reach. This poignant
creation, conceived during the confines of lockdown, serves as a mournful recollection of a time when communal
celebrations were a part of everyday life. As the influence of Al continues to grow in our daily lives, Groning's
"Oktoberfest Phantom" is a haunting commentary on the relationship between technology and human absence;
viewers become voyeurs in a richly woven narrative—a spectral festival they can only observe, never partake.









